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Guiding Statement on Policy A.2.e – Program Training Requirement
Beginning July 1, 2026, programs, regardless of program delivery method, require and deliver synchronous experiences to observe and assess counseling skills and professional dispositions for all students at least at two points throughout the student’s program of study of which one occurs prior to the practicum.
Rationale
1. At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, programs made an unprepared and unplanned pivot to digital teaching and learning. Many programs have chosen to more fully integrate digital teaching and learning and diversify their program delivery types.
2. Historically it has not been uncommon to make policy additions to reflect how standards are implemented. This policy is consistent with the process described in standards. At the time of adoption of the 2024 standards, information regarding residencies, prompted by the outcomes of COVID transition, was not available until after adoption of the 2024 standards.
3. Vital Statistics Survey data, comments from stakeholders at CACREP Table Talks at ACES, information from CESNET posts indicated that not having in-person contact between faculty and students, and students with their peers have resulted in dispositional deficiencies which have necessitated putting students on remedial plans.
4. The relevant 2024 CACREP Standards include the following:
a. In the preamble: The following standards apply to all entry-level and doctoral-level programs for which accreditation is being sought unless otherwise specified.
1. …… assessment of students’ knowledge, skills, and professional dispositions.
Section 2.C.1.c - measurement of each key performance indicator must be conducted (1) using multiple measures and (2) across multiple points in time; (See Guidance Document for reporting)
b. Section 2.C.2.b - measurement of student professional dispositions over multiple points in time; (See Guidance Document for reporting).

Revised February 2026
Implementation
1. The requirements of this policy are applicable to all students entering the counselor education program on or after July 1, 2026.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk189918611]Counseling students must participate in synchronous experiences that will allow the program to observe and assess counseling skills and professional dispositions at least at two points throughout the student’s program of study. 
3. The required synchronous experiences may be delivered in person (i.e. on campus or at another physical location) and/or may be digitally delivered.
4. For entry-level students, one of the synchronous experiences must occur prior to practicum. For doctoral students, one of the synchronous experiences must occur prior to the doctoral internship.
5. Universities have autonomy to determine the length and delivery method(s) for the required synchronous experiences. 
6. Universities have the autonomy to determine which university staff (e.g., faculty, adjunct faculty, subject matter experts) deliver the required synchronous experiences to counseling students (in person and/or digitally). 
7. The requirements of this policy are applicable to all programs regardless of delivery type (i.e. in-person, digitally,  a combination of  in-person and digitally, or through multiple pathways). 
8. The overall goals of the required synchronous experiences are to: (1) observe students’ professional behaviors with professors and/or university staff and with peers; (2) observe the students to ensure they can deliver core counseling skills; (3) assess professional dispositions, and (4) provide feedback to students regarding strengths and areas of need for improvement or remediation.

PLEASE review the CACREP Standards glossary for a definition of terms. 
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